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a distended bladder, and while there is also danger of puncturing the 
intestine, no record of this accident has been encountered. In cases 
in which necropsy was performed there was found a small hemorrhagic 
area in the abdominal wall and peritoneum, but no injury of serious 
importance. When the needle has passed into the abdominal cavity, 
the solution is introduced by gravity. It was found much easier to use 
the infusion bottle. Warm physiologic sodium chlorid solution lias 
always been used, of which from 100 to 250 c.c. may be given every 
twelve to twenty-four hours. In older children 300 to 400 c.c. may be 
given and if no untoward signs develop it may be given until the abdo¬ 
men is slightly distended. The injection must always be made slowly. 
After the operation the abdomen should be covered with a sterile dress¬ 
ing. It has been shown by the phenolsulphonephthalein test and by 
necropsy that from 40 to GO per cent, of the fluid is absorbed in one 
hour. The remaining solution acts as a reserve, the gradual absorption 
of which explains the more protracted improvement in this method 
as compared to the results obtained by other methods. 


Vomiting in Infants.— Marfan (Le Nourrison, March, 1919) de¬ 
scribes the vomiting of nursing children as a disease of habitual vomit¬ 
ing in nursing. The gastric mucous membrane is unduly sensitive and 
after each feeding there is a gastrospasm and the stomach casts up more 
or less of its contents. It is a gastric neurosis and this explains the 
variability of the findings in the chemistry of the stomach and of the 
stools. If the spasms include the bowel there is constipation. In some 
cases there is excessive swallowing of air. These children all show some 
neuropathic tendency. As regards the treatment, in some cases the 
treatment for inherited syphilis gives surprisingly good results. Some¬ 
times a complete change of environment is necessary. The matter 
vomited in these conditions is usually a colorless fluid made up of whey, 
swallowed saliva and gastric juice, with floating clots of milk, as the 
vomiting does not occur immediately after taking food, but from fifteen 
minutes to one and a half hours after feeding. The vomiting may occur 
without effort or the child may be restless and scream and appear 
relieved after vomiting. Sometimes abruptly moving the child will 
bring on the vomiting. 
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Conservative Myoma Operations.—The question of the advisability 
of performing myomectomy rather than hysterectomy in certain cases 
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of uterine myomata has been discussed on numerous occasions but as 
yet there is anything but unanimity on this point among gynecologists. 
The question has recently been investigated in the Frauenklinik at 
Lund by Essen-Moeller (Monats. /. Geb. u. Gyn., 1919, 1, 36) from 
five different standpoints, namely the immediate operative results, 
ultimate results, recurrences, subsequent labors and malignant degenera¬ 
tion of the myomata or of the remaining uterus. Concerning the first 
question, in spite of the fact that for many years myomectomy lias 
always been considered to have a higher mortality than hysterectomy, 
the author quotes statistics from European as well as American sources 
to show that such is not the case, while he personally has performed 
34 myomectomies without a death. He is therefore of the opinion that 
the conservative myomectomy offers practically as good a primary 
result as hysterectomy and therefore the latter operation should be 
confined to those cases which are technically very difficult or in which 
there is malignant degeneration of the growth. Taking up the question 
of the ultimate results of operations he states that SO per cent of the 
cases that have had hysterectomies performed for myomata have been 
relieved of their symptoms while only 40 per cent, of the myomectomy 
cases have been so relieved since many of these latter cases continue to 
suffer from bleeding and annoying discharges. Therefore from this 
standpoint hysterectomy would be the preferable operation. Concern¬ 
ing the question of recurrence of myomata after the conservative opera¬ 
tion, much will depend on the number of years elapsing between the 
operation and the examination, because the greater the lapse of time, 
the larger will be the number of cases in which a recurrence will be found. 
The mere fact that another myoma has grown, however, is not an indi¬ 
cation for a second operation as many myomata give no symptoms or 
other inconvenience. Of the 21 patients that this author examined 
after myomectomy there was a recurrence in 7 but of these a second 
operation was necessary in only four patients. Nevertheless there can 
be no question but that myomectomy is distinctly inferior to the radical 
operation from the standpoint of recurrence. When we consider the 
possibility of a subsequent pregnancy after operation, there is no com¬ 
parison between the two operations. Indeed it is this one point that 
stands as the chief argument in favor of the conservative operation 
since pregnancy is impossible after hysterectomy. The number of 
pregnancies that occur after myomectomy is doubtful, the reports of 
various operators giving statistics varying from 72 per cent, to 3 per 
cent. A close study of the literature seems to show that the possibility 
of subsequent pregnancy is most likely when the patient is under forty 
years of age and also when the tumor that was removed was of a mod¬ 
erate size. Large or multiple growths reduce the possibility of later 
gestation. In regard to the possibility of subsequent degeneration of 
the uterus that is left behind, the author has little to say since the pathol¬ 
ogists themselves cannot always agree as to whether or not a given 
picture is malignant. The gynecologist must perform the radical 
operation in all cases in which there is a suspicion of malignant degenera¬ 
tion, which cases are usually patients over forty years of age in whom 
myomectomy is not the operation of choice from any standpoint. 
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Radium Treatment of Cervical Cancer.— Kelly and Neill {Am, 
Jour. Surg., 1920, xxxiii, 289) give a brief historical sketch of the use 
of radium in the treatment of cancer, stating that when radium was 
first used, and it was found that big cancers of the cervix melted down 
so remarkably under direct applications at the vaginal vault, a number 
of surgeons soon ran out before the world, waving their arms franti¬ 
cally like Archimedes of old and shouting, “Eureka! No more surgery; 
radium cures all these cases; the panacea for cancer is found at last.” 
But the sad experience of many recurring cases began in a couple of 
years’ time to dampen even the ardor of these neophytes, until at 
last a soberer judgment reigns. The present status of the case seems 
to be this: In early and very favorable operative cases, operation, 
preceded by thorough radiation, offers the best chance. Yet even 
here Kelly concedes that if the patient is near enough to the radium 
therapist to be seen at intervals, and will conscientiously keep under 
observation, radium alone will probably do more than operation and 
without risk of mutilation. He ventures to predict that within five 
years we are all of us likely to be using radium to the utter exclusion 
of operations. In all other cases, except this group, most favorable 
for surgery, that is to say, in all in which there is any lateral fixation 
of infiltration of the parametria, radium will do more for the patient 
than operation, for here recurrences are almost invariable. In some 
of these cases, as in masses of disease elsewhere, lingering nodules can 
often best be treated by the insertion of the minute capillary sealed 
gloss points, each containing from tliree to five millejburies of emana¬ 
tion right into the tissues by means of a specially constructed hypo¬ 
dermic needle. The points are buried and lie innocuous in the tissues 
and the emanation sinks to zero in about five days. The authors con¬ 
clude that in rodium therapy, as in surgical therapy, two things are 
of vital importance: (1) That the earlier that the case is seen the 
better are the chances of a permanent result; (2) that every case ought 
to be followed up carefully at intervals of a few weeks or months for 
years. They believe that the best work in the treatment of cervical 
cancer will be done by the man who commands both resources and 
can resort with equal facility either to radium or to surgery, or can 
employ both conjointly as seems best. 


Roentgen Treatment of Benign Bleeding.—In the treatment of the 
various types of uterine bleeding due to a benign cause by means of 
the roentgen ray, Meyer (New York Med. Jour., 1920, cxi, 143) states 
that in a single treatment of from forty to ninety minutes’ duration, 
depending upon the size of the patient, a permanent cessation of the 
menstrual function and of hemorrhage can be produced. In his last 
series of twenty consecutive cases, in which doses based on absorption 
percentage administered at a single sitting were employed, the ages 
ranged from seventeen to forty-five years, with no failure in the series. 
The symptoms of the menopause are materially diminished and the 
period of suffering shortened by one or two applications. The con¬ 
traction of larger fibroids may require three or more repetitions of 
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the treatment. When more than one treatment is to he given, from 
four to six weeks should elapse between applications, not alone to 
await full reaction, hut to allow the skin to recover from the cumula¬ 
tive effect of the ruys. The fibroid growtlis best suited to irradiation 
are the intramural type. The subperitoneal and particularly, the 
pedunculated variety had best be removed surgically according to 
Meyer. The submucous or polypoid type of fibroids are practically 
contra-indications to the use of radiotherapy. When complications, 
and above all malignancy do not exist, the results are uniformly good. 
A careful examination and correct diagnosis are essential or the result 
may be anything but pleasant. 
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Non-Lactose fermenting Organisms from the Feces of Influenza 
Patients.—Stimulated by the occurrence of intestinal manifestations 
of influenza in the recent pandemic Sherwood, Downs and McNaugiit 
(Jour. Infect. Vie., 1920, xxvi, l(i) undertook bacteriological examina¬ 
tion of feces of cases of this particular typo. Eosin-methylene blue 
agar plates and Russell’s medium were used for growing cultures from 
feces and following isolation, strains were grown on the various sugar 
and alcohol media. Enteriditis-like organisms were isolated from a 
high percentage of influenza cases of above-mentioned type. By means 
of agglutination and absorption tests (modified Dryer technic) strains of 
enteriditis like organisms were apparently placed in four groups. 
B. typhosus/Was isolated from three of 32 cases studied. There seemed 
to be no correlation between the nature of the stools and the presence of 
the enteriditis-like bacilli. 


Hemolytic Streptococci in the Throat in Certain Acute Infectious 
Diseases.— Otteraaen (Jour. Infect Vis., 1920, xxvi, 23) reports the 
relative occurrence of hemolytic streptococci in the throats of 300 
patients. Swabs taken from mouth, nose and throat were cultured on 
blood agar plates. Fermentation tests of 50 strains gave results show¬ 
ing that according to Holman’s classification the strains fell into the 
pyogenes and anginosus groups. Fifty-eight of 130 diphtheria cases 
and 98 of 125 scarlet fever cases gave positive streptococcus cultures. 
Results show that the throat is the area of predilection, while the nose 
and mouth do not seem to harbor the organisms frequently. The 
great majority of these patients were children, most of whom had 
more or less enlarged tonsils. Virulence for animals of the organisms 
studied was low. Human leukocytes, in the presence of normal human 
serum, easily phagocyted the hemolytic streptococci which had been 



